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FOCUS ON NORTH WEST CAMBERWELL







Every morning on their way to school, 
Binh Tam and Binh An Penrose-Do 
saw a huge, mysterious wooden 
shape being carved near their home 
in Farmer’s Road. One day they saw 
a lorry and a crane erect it at Laxley 
Close on the edge of the Brandon 
Estate. It was a beautiful wooden 
sculpture, nine feet tall. How had it 
got there?
They went along to interview the 
sculptor, Morganico, to find out. 
Morganico, who grew up in Brixton 
where his father was a carpenter, is 
well known for his inspiring public 
art, such as the Peckham Totem Pole, 
the Peace Candle near the Imperial 

War Museum and the Hokusai Wave 
mural. The Brandon Tree Sculpture 
resulted from Southwark Council’s 
consultation with residents as part 
of its Great Estate project on ways to 
brighten up neighbourhoods.
It is called the Dawn Chorus because 
the circular hole in it lines up 
with the rising sun in the east. 
A 300-year old oak tree that 
was felled about two years ago 
was just right for the sculpture. 
Using traditional woodcarving 
techniques, Morganico decorated 
the trunk of the tree with images 
of local wildlife. At the top we see 
The Camberwell Beauty, oak leaves 

and acorns; climbing around the sides 
are insects, a cat and a splendid bird. 
Morganico brings out contrasting 
highlights with a flame-thrower. The 
sculpture will be oiled to give it a 
warm honey colour.

It is 1 September 1939 at Comber 
Grove Primary School. On Kitty’s 
desk lies a pillowcase with sleeping 
clothes and a bottle of water. Miss 
Giblin the teacher is at the front, the 
boys play with gas masks at the back. 
A coach pulls up in the school yard. 
“I thought it was my birthday treat,” 
said Kitty. But it was the evacuation: it 
had begun.
Kitt was evacuated thrice. First 
to Ipswich, where she and sister 
Hetty,13, worked in a manor house. 
They had to get up at 5am to clean the 
silver before school. Then to Hastings 
to the home of a “very sweet lady” 
whose wooden leg propped up in the 

corner terrified Kitty’s five-year-old 
brother Billy. Finally, to a house in 
Blackpool full of “very kind” women. 
When Kitty was 13, she wrote to 
her parents that she wanted to leave 
school and start taking care of the 
American soldiers like the other ladies 
in the house. Her mother brought her 
home, berating the WRVS for placing 
her children in a brothel. 
Home was a flat in Moffat House: two 
bedrooms, a kitchen and a front room 
used only for best. They were seven: 
Kitty, her parents, sisters Hetty and 
Mary, brothers Billy and Charlie. The 
kitchen table was the lid of the bath. 
A concrete copper was heated once 
a week to wash sheets, clothes and 
children. A trip to the washrooms at 
Camberwell Green was a treat. It felt 
“safe and happy”.   
Redcar Street had not yet been built. 
The land was a big play area for the 
children which included Eddie and 
Charlie Richardson, later the famous 
gangsters. Kitty remembers them 
as nice boys. Children also played 
on bombsites, where Kitty collected 
firewood. Her mother was a cleaner at 
the War Office.
When air raid sirens sounded, 

everyone ran to the bomb shelter. 
There is a mound above the shelter 
in Comber Grove which she wants 
opened as a local history site. Kitty 
recalls the doodlebug during the blitz: 
“The engines would suddenly stop 
before they dropped. If you were 
underneath, you were safe because 
they exploded at the side.” 
There were other dangers. Children 
were not inoculated during the war 
and Charlie died of the whooping 
cough, known as shelter cough, when 
he was only eight months old. Her 
father, a road sweeper, was too old at 
40 for the call-up. He was shamed by 
people at his pub into joining. He was 
killed in Italy in 1944. The family did 
not celebrate VE day.
“I feel now for the people being 
bombed in Ukraine,” Kitty said.
Kitty Baxter’s memoir I’ll take that one: 
an evacuee’s childhood 
is published on 
23rd June.  To 
get a special 
price of £9.99, go 
to allisonandbusby.
com, and use code 
KITTY

War comes to Comber Grove
Pictures of bombed-out Ukrainian cities takes Kitty Baxter back to her ninth birthday.  
She talks to Marie Staunton

16 17

Local  history

Kitty, aged 92, in her old classroom 
at Comber Grove Primary School

Dickensian Camberwell
Paola Totaro reviews A Helping Hand: Improving the Lives of South London’s 
Victorian and Edwardian Poor

Fascinating, salutary - and at times, grim - this book is a 
reminder that many of the social care institutions created 
in the nineteenth century are still lending a helping hand 
today. It examines poverty in south London between 1850 
and the outbreak of the Great War and looks at destitution 
through the lens of non-existent health care and education 
not just financial penury and housing deprivation. 
Interspersed with a collection of starkly beautiful black 
and white photographs, the authors focus on Southwark 
and parts of Lambeth and the well-meaning individuals 
and organisations that devoted their time and resources to 
easing the lives of those less fortunate. 
Victorian and Edwardian notions of ‘poverty’ were 
informed by Charles Dickens’s campaigning fiction, the 
field research of Charles Booth and evocative writing of 
journalist, Henry Mayhew. Their focus on the piteous 

conditions endured by thousands of south 
Londoners spurred on the work of generous 
benefactors such as Edward Guinness, George 
Peabody and Thomas Barnardo whose 
buildings  continue to provide housing for 
thousands of local people. 
The graceful Peabody estate at Camberwell 
Green, built in 1911, was the first to provide 
self-contained plumbing (no more shared 
bathrooms), glazed doors and small balconies 
for its residents. The Settlement movement saw 
the arrival of middle-class students, mostly 
from Oxford and Cambridge universities, 
who created a network of what we would 
now call ‘community hubs’, offering practical 
medical, educational and legal services to local 
residents. 
Equally fascinating are the stories of the men 

and women born to great poverty, like Charlie Chaplin, or 
iconic figures such as Florence Nightingale and Dr Alfred 
Salter, known as the doctor on the bike, whose altruism 
saw them risk their lives to treat victims of the many 
contagious diseases that blighted London’s poorest. 
State provision of a free education and health care are 
modern developments and the authors remind us that 
Southwark is London’s biggest social landlord, with 
around 100,000 residents in council properties – and 
another 10,000 on the waiting list. For those interested 
in our local history, this is a wonderful addition to the 
bookshelves.
A Helping Hand: Improving the Lives of South London’s 
Victorian and Edwardian Poor £7 from alanfparkinson@
yahoo.co.uk tel 01837880497

Dawn chorus on the Brandon Estate
Binh Tam and Binh An Penrose-Do talk to the sculptor Morganico
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The death of local bespoke 
tailor George Dyer produced an 
outpouring of love all over social 
media. It was all anyone needed 
to know about the man. He was 
simply loved by all walks of life, 
from every background.
In the best part of 30 years working 
at his shop in Walworth Road, he 
had all sorts walk through his door. 
Pop, film, radio stars, broadcasters plus 
hundreds and hundreds of normal, 
everyday people who he also treated like 
stars. 
‘All my customers are celebrities to me’ 
he was known to say almost daily.
Born in Jamaica in 1955, he arrived in 
the UK aged four, with his mum and 
sister. Oscar, his dad, had arrived a year 
or so earlier aged 19. Once in London, 
he picked up on his trade as a trouser 
maker, which he had learned back home. 
George also gradually developed a love 
of clothes and by 17, he too was working 
for a variety of High Street tailors all over 
London, honing his craft both in-store 
and at the London College of Fashion, 
where he studied on day-release for 
three years.
Once qualified, George worked as a 
bespoke tailor in Peckham for many 
years, before eventually taking on the  

lease of the old ‘Ron Martin’ shop at 187a  
Walworth Road in 1995. Previous tailors 
had been there for many years and 
George was keen to carry on the ‘art of 
bespoke’ at the premises, under his own 
shop name of ‘The Threadneedle man.’
There, he made a multitude of styles for 
mods, city gents, bridegrooms, teddy 
boys, skinheads, best men, and suits 
and skirts for women, from every make 
of cloth known to man. No job was 
beyond George, he simply rose to every 
challenge, backing himself all the way, 
with his motto - which can be found on 
his shop window - ‘Nulli Secundus’ - 
second to none.
Slowly embracing new technology, 
though somewhat reluctantly, he 
found via his website, a new wave of 
young clothes lovers and despite some 
financial trouble here and there along 
the way, and of course the recent global 
pandemic, he somehow kept it all afloat. 

Recently, he had never been so busy.
He was a very hard-working man, 
often working into the small hours 
of the night to finish a garment. He 
rarely took a day off and gradually, as 
he got older, it all that took its toll on 
his general health. He soldiered on, of 
course, as he was in love with what he 
did for a living. This wasn’t work to 

George, this was love. He seemed to be 
always there, a permanent fixture on the 
Walworth Road.
So, losing him, as we did on the 
28 March, was a total shock to his 
close family and all who knew him. 
Wife Colline, daughter Deniece, 
granddaughter Isla Rose, his mum now 
living back in Jamaica and his three 
sisters, along with the wide circle of 
extended family and his hundreds of 
friends and customers, old and new.
I met him 27 years ago, first as a 
customer at the shop, and then gradually 
helping him run his online operation and 
PR and marketing. We had become so 
close that I still think of him as a brother.
I’ll leave you with this thought. I have 
met many, many people in my 60 years 
on this planet, but trust me, not many 
come as close to being as beautiful a 
human being as George Dyer.  
I will miss him terribly.

In the last issue of the Quarterly No 211, Rupert Maas in his 
article The Camberwell Caper said that the planning application 
for the redevelopment of Mapother House “excluded the 
people who live there altogether”. Southwark’s Council’s 
Statement of Community Involvement and Development 
Consultation Charter intends to address such criticisms. 
In her foreword to the Charter on 7 December 2021 
Councillor Helen Dennis, Cabinet Member for the Climate 
Emergency and Sustainable Development, said “Planning can 
feel like an incredibly complex and technical process, and yet 
it is everyone’s business. How we use our land in Southwark 
can have a huge impact on our other goals - to promote 
jobs, provide new affordable homes, develop new parks, 
protect our historical assets, and to tackle climate change. 
So, in this updated Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI), we have tried to clearly describe the different ways in 
which individuals and communities can play their part in 
shaping the built environment and the vision around their 
neighbourhoods, from the local plan process to commenting 
on individual applications.”  
The community seems to have been heard but then ignored 
in the planning application for the redevelopment of Butterfly 
Walk and Morrisons carpark site. (This planning application 
19/AP/7057 featured in Quarterly No. 203 and 205.) 
The Consultation charter proposes that “By inviting our 
communities to gather in ward–based groups, four times per 
year, to discuss the issues that affect them at a very local level, 
these smaller, more informal meetings are designed to allow 
greater depth of discussion and provide a safe space where 
people can feel free to speak up. …where funding decisions 
can be announced, and wider community issues can also be 
addressed.” This  kind of consultation  happened in 2017. 
Councillors Mark Williams and Ian Wingfield met over 
100 residents at the Grove Lane Area Residents Association 
to discuss the Council’s vision that this was a potential 
redevelopment site which could provide new housing along 
with its existing uses. A feature of that vision, welcomed by 
the local community, was that the south and east areas of the 
site should be lower rise. As recently as 23 February 2022, 
after the planning application was approved by the Planning 
Committee, the new Southwark Plan for the period 2019-2036 
was finally adopted by the Council, again incorporating the 
continuing policy statement that the “south and east sides 
should be lower-rise”. 
In the meantime, a draft scheme had been initiated by the 
landowners. Locals came to view the proposals at key 
stages. One later commented, “I continue to object to this 
development. I find it disappointing, if not also outrageous, 
that the developers completely ignored the local community 
in their re-submission. They made absolutely no changes 
based on the consultation with the public or the comments 
put here in the previous consultation.” 
The scheme proposed a stepping down of heights towards 
the east end of Daneville Road, but a much higher building 
lying between The Colonnades and Daneville Road, which 

is on the southern edge of the site. Indeed, parts are higher 
than nearly every building in the Camberwell. It is therefore 
unsurprising that over half the public comments made on the 
application objected to height of the proposed development.  
I counted 109.
Other locals have pointed out that the developers have made 
some changes after the public consultation, including about 
incorporating aspects to reflect the identity of Camberwell, 
and that the second round of consultation in Butterfly Walk 
showed changes from the first consultation, and consider that 
the developers have addressed some of the concerns of the 
community. 
When the application came before the planning 
subcommittee on 28 June 2021 the officers recommended 
approval. Councillor Dixon-Fyle  of Camberwell Green Ward 
came to speak on behalf of all that ward ‘s councillors, which 
significantly includes the Leader of the Council. She said that 
they had been viewing the application though key stages and 
supported the application. You can listen to her statement on 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GeDpNakJ0Y at 
two 2 hours, 15 minutes and 14 seconds. 
No councillor for St Giles Ward was allowed to speak; 
although the highest part of the development is on the 
boundary with their ward, and is the area likely to suffer most 
harm from this proposed building. Bureaucratic “protocol” 
was allowed to obstruct common-sense and appropriate 
representation.
The application was approved and is awaiting confirmation 
from the Greater London Authority. The question of height 
arose from the applicant including the hotel which had not 
been proposed by the Council in the site allocation. This led 
to flats on the fifth, sixth and seventh floors to be proposed in 
the blocks facing onto Daneville Road.
It is not the only example of locals being misled, as the ward 
councillor also contradicted the survey carried out by the 
arboriculturist on the health of the trees on the applicants’ 
land. Only one tree near the supermarket, was badly 
damaged. It has now been removed.  
Other contraventions involve this development’s failure 
to comply with the Council’s declared policy about the 
percentage of single aspect flats. Some flats are without 
private outside amenity space and there is a loss of light to 
neighbouring properties.
The principle outlined in the Statement of Community 
Involvement is that the process of engagement aims to create 
better relationships and greater trust and an equal exchange 
of viewpoints both peer to peer and between the council and 
other participants. 
If in future Southwark Council’s relationship with local 
communities is to be “built on trust” planning officers and 
Councillors must normally adhere to Council policies, which 
the Council has promulgated and on which the locals have 
been fully consulted. Developers should not be allowed to 
“stretch” policies let alone blatantly ignore them for the sake  
of profit.

18 19

OpinionObituaries

Will new Charter get developers to 
listen to locals and change their plans? 
Or will the community’s voice on planning still largely be ignored asks Peter Cooke

A cut above the rest suits celebrities
Mark Baxter pays tribute to local tailor George Dyer - always second to none

All the charm of old Camberwell
Marie Staunton remembers Frank Watson who sometimes manned the stall at Denmark Hill station
“Here she is, my favourite, what can 
I get for you?” or “Hello, you lovely 
young couple”, always accompanied 
with a warm smile: that’s  how Frank 
Watson greeted customers at Denmark 
Hill’s fruit and vegetable stall. He 
manned it every Friday from 7am while 
his daughter Keely did the school run. 
Frank died on 6 March aged 72.
Presentation was important. He 
polished every apple while telling 
stories of his days as a market porter in 
Covent Garden in the 1960s. At 16 he 
started work with his father, a market 
porter, unloading boxes. The Watsons 
have worked at Covent Garden for 
generations. Some of his cousins still do. 
Frank and Keely gave a Camberwell 
talk in 2021.  Frank told us of the 
hardships of market life, the long hours, 
the queuing up for the chance of a 

casual job, but also of the camaraderie.  
By 18 he had won his badge as a regular 
market porter. But by then congestion 
was making the Covent Garden Market 
site unviable. He described vividly the 
exodus of jobs when the market moved 
to Nine Elms in 1974. 
By then Frank had done the Knowledge 
and trained as a black cab driver. He 
enjoyed the chat with his fares in the 
back. After forty years he retired, just 
as his daughter Keely opened her stall. 
He relished being back in the fruit and 
flower business, and sharing memories 
of his boyhood in Camberwell.
When Frank’s family moved from the 
Elephant and Castle to Cottage Green, 
off Wells Way, in 1961, Camberwell was 
like the country, he told The Camberwell 
Quarterly in 2021. He remembered 
playing Huckleberry Finn on rafts on 

the Surrey Canal, building a swing 
from the balcony and playing knights 
in armour in the Tower of London. For 
pocket money, he and his pals stripped 
old bomb sites of copper and lead and 
sold it to scrap-metal dealers. Frank 
remained in Camberwell, moving from 
Cottage Green, where the three cellar 
rooms were flooded every winter, to a 
flat in Lomond Grove. 
He was close to his family, always 
adding “love you” to “goodbye” when 
handing the stall back to his daughter 
or seeing his grandchildren off on 
the school train. Friday mornings at 
Denmark Hill station are a little duller 
without Frank’s kindness, warmth and 
humour. He is much missed by wife 
Linda, son Frankie, daughter Keely and 
grandchildren Lillie, Teddy, Lailah and 
Charlotte. 

George Dyer (right) with Mark Baxter



Southwark Council intends to create a ‘Local List of 
non-designated heritage assets’ and it wants local people 
to play a key role in this process. This concept will 
underpin Policy P26 in the newly adopted Southwark 
Plan 2022.  
‘Non-designated heritage assets’ are historic buildings 
and structures which have been identified as making a 
positive contribution to the character or appearance of 
a local area, but whose special architectural or historic 
interest is substantially less than that of a statutorily 
designated building (commonly known as listed) 
or a scheduled monument (something of national 
importance).
Locally listed buildings do not enjoy the same level 
of protection as listed buildings (for example, making 
harmful alterations to a listed building is a criminal 
offence). But Local Planning Authorities will have to 
consider the heritage significance of a building on a 
Local List, among other considerations, when making 
their decisions.
The onus is on the public to make its nominations for 
the Local List clearly, carefully and thoroughly, so that 
they carry as much weight as possible in the planning 
process. There is no restriction on what can or cannot 
be included, so long as the building or structure holds 
some special architectural or historic interest which can 
be readily identified and articulated. The clearer this is, 
the likelier that the nomination will be successful. Some 
pre-emptive nominations include the nuclear bunker on 
Vestry Road, about which we wrote in our issue CQ 206. 
Most nominations are likely to be less dramatic, such 
as special townhouses that encapsulate the character or 
history of a road.  
The framework for defining ‘special interest’ involves 
overlapping criteria from national planning policy and 
Historic England. One analytical convention is to read all 
the criteria as a compound, thereby identifying:

• archaeological interest or evidential value: the intrinsic 
heritage value in the fabric of a building or structure that 
makes it irreplaceably valuable.
• architectural or artistic interest or aesthetic value: the 
value in the design and general aesthetics of a building, 
arising from conscious design or fortuitously from the 
way it has evolved over time.
• historic interest including communal value: the ability 
of buildings or structures to illustrate past lives and 
events. Heritage assets with historic interest not only 
provide a material record of our nation’s history but can 
also provide meaning for communities derived from 
their collective experience of a place and can symbolise 
wider values such as faith and cultural identity.
The Camberwell Society undertook three heritage walks 
in September-October 2021 with the aim of familiarising 
members with these assessment criteria and getting a 
head-start on the Council’s formal nomination process. 
Some 50 members, with varying degrees of pre-existing 
local or specialist knowledge, both shared and made 
fascinating insights wandering through Camberwell 
Church Street, Camberwell New Road and the environs 
of Brunswick Park. The walks will recommence in June. 
The Council will soon be completing its initial sift 
through conservation area appraisals and submitting its 
draft Local List for public consultation. The consultation, 
aimed to begin after the local elections in May, seeks 
to augment this preliminary list with additional 
nominations from the public. It is anticipated that the 
consultation will run for six months (May-October), and 
the Local List adopted in 2023.
More details will follow in the next edition of CQ and on 
the Society’s website.
Jason Leech is a member of the Camberwell Society’s Planning 
Sub-Committee and of Southwark’s Conservation Areas 
Advisory Group. 

New way to preserve much-loved local 
buildings
There is excitement that this year will prove to be Southwark’s year of heritage, writes Jason Leech

Planning
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Medina Oil, an edible oil depot, stood down a lane off 
Camberwell Grove, running westerly close to the railway line. 
As Groveland’s Close, it now contains some 60 private homes.
Much of the area had been demolished when we arrived 
in 1959, but a good pub in Lettsom Street survived. We 
frequented it for a traditional lunch of beer and rubbery 
cheddar sandwiches with white bread buttered generously.
On the other side of tracks, on waste land now the Lettsom 
Estate, was a joinery works which produced glazing bars 
faithfully made from my full-size shop drawings. Beyond 
our back wall a small printing works occasionally operated 
through the night, causing us to move to front rooms.
Few people owned cars and Camberwell Grove was no 
exception. Opposite us lived an ex-RAF mechanic, forever 
tinkering with an ancient banger. Our first car was a 1937 baby 
Austin.
One day I parked it several doors away, where an angry 
neighbour remonstrated that I had no right to park there as 
it belonged to him. Better than the United Dairies depot at 
Ribbon Dance Mews that sprang to life at 4am with a clanging 
of milk churns.
Dealing with nocturnal noise was not then a public service, 
as we discovered when neighbours would return from their 
West End nightclub and continue the party. With others in the 
terrace, we eventually manged to persuade them to desist.

Every Sunday the Salvation Army, both men and women 
soldiers, marched behind a brass band down the middle of 
Camberwell Grove, exercising their precedence over traffic. It 
was a magnificent spectacle, but not all residents enjoyed the 
interruption to their weekend lie-in.
Camberwellians have long enjoyed being able to make their 
purchases at independent shops. Where the new Camberwell 
Library now stands, there were once a few shops, plus a 
thriving street market.
When the time for demolition came, the shops were moved to 
new premises - but the stallholders had nowhere to go. I asked 
the council why they were being treated so badly. Its reply 
was that it wanted to end such markets.
Fortunately, retailing continues. But Howard Brothers, 
ironmongers, is the only independent shop still open that has 
been there throughout all my 62 years in Camberwell. On 
my first visit, in September1959, it was a family business over 
which Mr Howard presided.
A small man with big sense of humour he often greeted a 
customer by saying: “Oh no, not you again.” When he retired, 
his son, also small with a sense of humour, took over. When 
he in turn retired, he sold the business to new owners who 
appear to have continued the tradition of impeccable service, 
seasoned with good humour.

Making a big noise about shopping 
around in SE5
Jim Tanner continues his recollections of life in Camberwell over six decades

Local history

 Denmark Hill, west side, 1974

 Odeon Cinema, Denmark Hill/Coldharbour Lane, 1960   Denmark Hill SW corner with Camberwell New Road, 1979

  Denmark Hill SE corner with Orpheus Street, 1979

Nuclear bunker, Vestry Road

The Society looks at all planning applications within the 
SE5 area. The website http://www.camberwellsociety.
org.uk/planning has all the advice the Society’s planning 
committee has given to Lambeth or Southwark Councils on 
whether we object, support or have decided not to comment 
on application. It has invaluable quick links to all the 
relevant applications. The Planning Sub Committee only 
posts its comments on the Planning page of the Society 
website.




